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Our Spring concert 2026

Spring came early this year and, though March 28" was a little damp and chilly, the warmth of the music inside St Mary’s
Church in Aylesbury was palpable. The setting was gorgeous, the music was sublime and the performance was skillful and a
sheer delight — both from the choir’s point of view and the audience’s. One member of the audience commented on their love
of live music and that ACS created a wonderful sound and atmosphere; and another made mention of the fact that the
repertoire on this occasion was a “good mixture of modern and more traditional music with the main item an inspiring
performance of Duruflé’s Requiem. Yes, this magnificent piece of music, so often compared and paired unfairly with the Fauré,
was at once beautiful, emotional, moving and so sensitively sung along with the amazing playing of Colin Spinks on the organ.
Colin also played a solo item: the complex and inspiring Prelude and Fugue in b minor by, of course, the great J.S. Bach. This
was so stunningly played and, in this day and age, it is a rare chance to hear good organ music played live outside of a church
service. In addition to these pieces, ACS also performed Mozart’s beautiful Ave Verum Corpus, the Salvator Mundi by Thomas
Tallis, Bob Chilcott’s God so loved the world and Philip Stopford’s own O Sacrum Convivium. Special mention must be made of
the remaining two pieces: an extremely moving and touching performance of Dan Forrest’s new version of Charles Wesley’s
great text, And can it be, and the wonderful and soaring music of Allegri’s famous Miserere Mei together with its well-known
top soprano Cs superbly performed by Helly Summerly. Altogether, a most delightful evening of music appropriate for the
Lenten season.

Our next concert is on Saturday 20" June at which ACS tries something a little different: a concert of choral pieces and
arrangements from Stage and Screen. This will include, for example, music from Phantom of the Opera, James Bond movies,
Les Miserables, songs from Gershwin and Cole Porter, and so on. We will also have a number of solos from the delightful
soprano, Clare McCaldin. This will likely be a popular programme and will attract a good audience so, if you are interested, you
are encouraged to get your tickets early from our online links and our website, as well as from choir members.

Another piece of news is the sad fact, at the end of this season, of the retirement of Colin Spinks who has been our accompanist
and repetiteur (we think) for getting on for thirty years. Colin is the most amazing pianist and organist and we have been
fortunate to have him with us for so long. He is also an excellent conductor when he has taken over due to the absence of the
MD on occasion. We shall miss him very much, indeed. More on Colin’s work in the near future but we are already seeking
others to replace him (he is, in fact, irreplaceable!) and, as | write this, we are planning auditions for two applicants with the
choir at a rehearsal in a couple of weeks’ time.

“The 2025 - 2026 concert season continues.... (all at St YNary's Church, Apylesbury, 7:30pm):

Saturday 20th June, 2026 Songs and Choruses from Stage and Screen
with Colin Spinks at the Piano
“hen, for Christmas, 2026: Saturday 28™ November: Handel’s Messiah with orchestra

All directed by Philip Stopford

See our website for further information and ticket sales: aylesburychoral.org.uk
Tickets: £18 (£7 under 18) from our website and from members.




Our next season commences with rehearsals on 8" September.

Our new season starts with our Tuesday rehearsals commencing on 8" September preparing for
an early winter concert (for us!) on Saturday 28™ November when we will perform Geroge
Frederick Handel’s great masterpiece, Messiah, at St Mary’s Church in Aylesbury, accompanied
by the Aylesbury Sinfonia. What a start to a fantastic season! This should appeal to a great
number of people so purchasing of tickets will need to be done early as soon as they become
available at the beginning of September. Then, later in the season, we have a late Spring concert
on May 1%, 2027. For this, we will be linking up with Leighton Buzzard Festival Singers and
orchestra, to perform in the parish church of Leighton Buzzard. We will be performing the world
premiere of Philip Stopford’s Psalms as a celebration of his 50th birthday (never!!). Finally, on
June 19%™, we will stage a concert of works which might come under the general heading of ‘the
world’s greatest melodies’ (the precise pieces will be confirmed in due course).

Advance notice: In the autumn of 2027 we will welcome composer of the Mass in Blue, Will Todd, who will lead a ‘Come and
Sing’ workshop on one or more of his own works on Saturday 18" September, 2027; and then these works will also be
performed with Will in attendance on Saturday 4" December, 2027. Exciting, Hey! Come and join in the workshop and/or join
us at the concert.

Featured composer: Andrew Lloyd Webber

ACS is performing a choral selection from Lloyd Webber’s magnificent music Phantom of the Opera this coming Summer, on
June 20™. The brothers Andrew and Julian Lloyd Webber were destined to be great musicians, coming from an extended
musical family with a father (William) who was a composer and organist and his mother (Jean) was also a violinist and pianist.
Whilst Julian went on, principally, to gain a reputation as an outstanding ‘cellist in the ‘classical’ music world, Andrew has
gained much of his fame (he is now Lord Lloyd Webber) in the theatre and, especially, musical theatre. Early in his career, he
teamed up with Tim Rice as lyricist to write Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat, one of the most well-known of
the ‘new’ musicals style of the sixties and Joseph, which started out as a short cantata, was particularly loved as being suitable
for children’s school productions. The pair also collaborated in the world of ‘pop’ music such as Try it and See, a song for the
Eurovision Song Contest in 1969. As a, perhaps more mature musical, Webber and Rice went on to write Evita in 1978 but
Andrew also began to collaborate with other lyricists, including taking the poetry of T.S. Eliot as a basis for the musical, Cats,
in the eighties.

Andrew has also worked in ‘classical’ genres, composing a Requiem Mass in 1985, dedicated to his late father, and he worked
with his brother, Julian, to compose Variations, based on the Paganini Caprice previously used by Rachmaninov. Arguably, the
most widely loved of Lloyd Webbers musicals is probably Phantom of the Opera, based on the novel by Gaston Leroux and with
additional lyrics from Richard Stilgoe. Phantom now has the record of being the second-longest run of a West End Musical.
Andrew’s catalogue of works is extensive and many of them have succeeded well in London’s West End and on Broadway. They
include: Evita, Cats, Aspects of Love, Starlight Express, Phantom of the Opera, Whistle Down the Wind, The Woman in White
and Cinderella, to name but a short list (Wikipedia lists 21 musicals alone).

Would you like to join us?

If you are interested in becoming a member of ACS, do come along to a couple of rehearsals - free of charge - to try
out what it is like to sing with us. After this trial period, you will be asked to do a short voice assessment so that we
can tell which is the best voice section for you. Being able to read music is an advantage but by no means essential
and we give help with learning the music, e.g. by providing audio rehearsal files and Internet links to note-learning
websites or within the rehearsals themselves. Please contact our membership secretary at
moira.membership@gmail.com or our chairman, Chris Dalladay, at acschairman@gmail.com. We meet at The
Church on Fairford Leys, Hampden Square, Aylesbury HP19 7HT on Tuesdays during school term times at 7:30pm.
Music will be provided.

We hold 'Open’ rehearsals on the 2nd Tuesday of each term - all are welcome.
You could, in fact though, try us out on any rehearsal evening.

If you would like to join our mailing list, please jot a brief email to our chairman, Chris Dalladay, at
acschairman@gmail.com letting him know your name and email address.

ACS is a registered charity, number: 274768 https://www.aylesburychoral.org.uk
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